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Idea and  
development  

of GYG

We want to empower young peo-
ple and create a space for them 
to be active. We want to include 
everybody - green individuals 
and organisations - and create 
strong links with each other in 
order to promote Green princi-
ples on our shared planet.  

Technically it’s simple: in our 
statutes it says that everybody 
below the age of 35 is young. 
We are global because we come 
from all over the world – all five 
continents are represented in 
Global Young Greens (GYG). And 
being green? Well, that is what 
we want to discuss together – 
the Global Greens (GG) statutes 
is also a good starting point.  

The Global Greens (GG) is a 
network of green political 
parties and movements. The 
Global Young Greens (GYG) is 
focused on mobilising young 
greens who are interested in 
being part of this movement. 
Both organizations are inde-
pendent of each other; however 
there are overlaps between 
them which makes cooperation 
important. Young people have 
new ideas and need to have in-
put into the future of the green 
movement, GYG helps facilitate 
this important role.  

The Global 
Greens and 

the Glob-
al Young 
Greens.

What does 
it mean to 
be Global, 
Young and 

Green?
Why do 

we need a 
network of 

Global Young 
Greens?



The 2001 Global Conference in Canberra, 
Australia was a starting point for the foun-
dation for the Global Greens structure. One 
week earlier, over 400 young greens met 
in Sydney to have the first GYG conference 
ever. They were supported by the GG. This 
Conference was a milestone event for the 
GYG providing the means to establish a 
cohesive, international youth network. Be-
sides, it was a great opportunity to establish 
GG - GYG cooperation. 

The official founding congress of the Global 
Young Greens was held from January 
16–20, 2007 in Nairobi, Kenya. In 
2005 members of the Federation of Young 
European Greens (FYEG), campus Greens 
USA, and many different young green 
groups and individuals began email discus-
sions on organising a global conference for 

youth. The GYG became an NGO registered 
in Belgium, and the network needed for-
malised structures. Nairobi was chosen as 
a spot where 156 young people from dif-
ferent countries and continents gathered to 
deal with the formal establishment of GYG. 

After the side event at the GG Congress in 
San Paulo in early 2008 where around 
60 young people gathered, the second GYG 
Congress took place from August 8–13, 
2010 in Berlin.  The Congress was a true 
success. Over 100 delegates from 48 na-
tions participated in the Congress which 
lasted for 6 days and included dozens of 
workshops, several high-level panel de-
bates as well as alternative approaches to 
exchanging ideas and learning from each 
other. 

The third GYG Congress in Dakar was an 
amazing opportunity to meet together 
again, develop our cooperation with Global 
Greens and make GYG stronger!  

The Global Greens 
and the Global 
Young Greens.
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This congress aimed to be participatory and create opportunities for delegates to 
get to know each other on a personal level. The following sections report back on 
various sessions which helped us achieve this. 

GYG Congress  
Programme

Monday, 26th of March

Arrival

14:00 - 19:00 Registration is open, getting to know each other

19:00 - 20:00 Dinner

20:00 - 22:00 Socializing games

Monday, 26th of March

09:00 - 11:00 Welcome Plenary

11:30 - 13:00 Dialogue Session I What does it mean to be Green?

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch

14:30 - 15:00 Dialogue Session II New Strategies for Global Cooperation

15:30 - 16:30 Dialogue Session III

17:00 - 20:30 Regional Meetings

20:30 - 22:00 Dinner



Wednesday, 28th March

09:00 - 09:30 Plenary announcements

09:00 - 11:00 Workshop session I  / Gender Session I
- Women Cooperative Societies – Learning from India
- Education and Health for all
- Humanitarian Intervention? A tool to sustain the Empire or to save lives, or both?
- Mongolia’s Nuclear Future: Truths and Lies
- Strengthening Youth Inclusiveness in Cooperatives as a Tool for Poverty Eradication

11:30 - 13:00 Workshop session II / Gender Session II
- Creative Protest
- Breaking out, breaking in – best practices on how to get more young people in Green politics
- Drumming workshop
- Dancing workshop

14:30 - 16:00 Workshop session III / Gender Session III
- Expanding Global Young Greens Network
- GYG action Plan
- Exchanging best practices in communications for your organization
- Make Money
- How to engage Young Greens in the Global Youth Work

16:30 - 18:30 Living Library / Gender Session IV

18:30 - 20:30 Socializing

20:30 - 23:00 Beach Party

Thursday, 29th March

09:00 - 09:30 Plenary Announcements

09:30 - 13:00 General Assembly

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch

14:30 - 18:00 General Assembly

18:00 - 21:00 Welcome Dinner with Global Greens



Especially we want to thank the following people and organizations for their financial  
support. Without their trust and personal contribution, Dakar would never have had happen.

Heinrich Böll Stiftung, Green Group in the European Parliament, Federal European Young 
Greens, Council of Europe, European Green Party, Visio - the green cultural and education-
al Centre, die grüne bildungswerkstatt, die grüne jugend Österreich, Vihreät naiset, Ulrich  
Schneider, Agnes Krumwiede, Harald Ebner, Ingrid Hoenlinger, Matti Bolte, Bart Staes, 
Manfred Westermayer, Reinhard Bütikofer, Gunvor Gustafsson Ericson, Ska Keller, Gerald 
Häfner, Eva Lichtenberger, Heide Rühle, Barbara Lochbihler, Isabella Lövin, Helga Trüpel, 
Claude Turmes, Emilie Turunen, Bas Eikhoudt, Judith Sargentini, Mareile Cornelissen,  
Daniela Musiol, Oras Tynkkynen.

Additionally we want to thank the following persons for the amazing personal support:
Margaret Blakers, Alice Rosmi, Eva Goes, Rosemarie Widlund, Maarten Coertjes, Paul 
Santman, Jean-Pierre Dullaert, James Tonson, Kirsten Maas-Albert, Theresa Reintke and 
the whole FYEG board and team, Haidar, Jan-Philipp Albrecht ś office, Ska Keller ś office, 
Joachim Denkinger

A big thanks to the Senegalese Greens for their warm welcome and invaluable organi-
sational help: 
Including Haidar El Ali, Cheikh Diop, Djiby Diop, Marieme Gueye, Edouard Ndene, Sekou 
and the whole Oceanium staff, among others Yoro Dieng, Boniface Dieme, Ibnou, Mor 
and Anne-Marie Ndione.

And never the less we want to thank our helping hands at the congress itself:
Kat Budd, Maarten Lucas and all the Senegalese Young Greens who helped as volunteers, 
including Abdou Beye, Marieme Ndeye, Mor Diouf, Salimata Ba, and Fatou Kine Ba.  

Thank  
you!




